Hugh P. Finnegan,

Esq.,
Romer Debbas LLP

How long have you been a real estate attorney?
Thirty-three years

What made you decide to get into real estate law?

| was inspired by Ed Forrester, an attorney who ran the real estate
department at my first law firm, Sage Gray Todd and Sims. He
took me under his wing and made what he did look interesting.
| wanted to get involved in this practice area.

Who inspires you?
My mom and dad, who grew up in Ireland during the Depression,
and my wife and four children.

What pushes you to the next level?
| love helping clients grow their businesses and | am also inspired
to help grow Romer Debbas to the next level,

What is the biggest or most challenging case/deal you have
worked on to date?
| helped a client restructure his debt on a high-end retail property
in Beverly Hills, CA, so he would not be forced to sell the property
at a discounted price.

What is your secret weapon for closing a transaction?
Remember that New York City's real estate community is small,
so you are likely to encounter the people on the other side of a
deal again. For this reason, you don't need to win every battle, just
fight to win the important ones.

What is the hottest area for real estate lawyers right now?
Commercial real estate lending with an expertise in construction
lending because development in New York City continues
unabated, although some of the neighborhoaods may have changed.

What’s the best season for deals?
The last six weeks of the year because there is a drive to get deals
done before the end of the fiscal year for budget and tax purposes.

If you had to work in a city other than New York, where
would it be?
s there any other city?

What’s the best piece of advice you would give to someone
starting in the business?

Real estate law is a contact sport. Get out and meet people. Don't
hide behind your key board and texting.
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